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Turkish-Iraqi Relations
and Strategic Partnership Opportunities

FATIiH OGUZHAN iPEK*

ORCID NO :0000-0002-8216-6287

ABSTRACT: Turkiye’s relations with Iraq improved after the US invasion following
the independence referendum in 2017. Security issues, the water issue, and economic
relations were three important issues that emerged in the relations between the two
countries. Political instability in Iraq has created a security gap that has opened the way
for terrorist organizations, prompting Turkiye to increase its cross-border operations.
This study indicates that the problems between the administrations of Baghdad and Er-
bil in Iraq, and the long duration of these problems, prevent Turkiye from deepening its
cooperation with Iraq on issues of security, water, and economic relations. In addition,
the study addresses the current picture of Turkish-Iraqi relations and examines opportu-
nities for future strategic partnership between the two countries within the scope of the

historic visit of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Keywords: Tiirkiye, Iraq, Erdogan, Development Road Project.
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